STORY JISUNASHASEKURAT 
FART SKEITORKOUME 
CHARA CTERSDESIGN S) XULUNAYAICURAG 


2A ey Zz 


a 


WARNING 


EXPLICIT CONTENT fF 


Lawrence 

A merchant traveling with Holo. 
Collecting information about 
Holo’s homeland. 


Holo 


Lawrence’s traveling 
companion, a beautiful 
girl. Her true form is 
that of the wolf-god 
of the harvest. 


Elsa 


The church deaconess 
of the village of Tereo, 
successor to the late 
Father Franz. 


A young miller. Romantically 
involved with Elsa. 


Bishop Van 
The bishop of St. 
Rio’s Church in the 
town of Enberch. 
Conspiring with the 
town to control Tereo. 


Col 


A boy saved by Lawrence at the river 
checkpoint. A naive but clever lad. 


Map Illustration: Hidetada Idemitsu 


Introduction 

Caughtiin' theischemes)of. Bishop Van; the: town 
of; Tereo) finds) both its) faith and its/ autonomy, 
threatened:, Made)a scapegoat via\ the plotting, 
Lawrence proposes escape to Elsa and Evan. 
Elsa first chooses to flee but soon returns to fight 
for her place in her hometown. Will Lawrence 
be able to rescue the town from the forces that 
threaten it:..!? 
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IT's 
H ALL RIGHT. Mie 


SEEMS THE 
=| NEGOTIATIONS | \ 
HAVE BEGUN \ WN NPN . PERSUASIVE 
IN THE . Me j \\ IF THEY'RE 
ABIT 


ABOUT THIS 


“MIRACLE”... 
CAN IT REALLY 
BE ACCOM- 
PLISHED AS 
PLANNED? 


SINCE LAST 
I TRIED 


NY IF IsHourv \\\ 
\) EAT THE POISONED 
WHEAT, YOU HAVE 
BUT TO KILL ME 
BEFORE I DIE 
OF IT. 


VY ru N 
SWALLOW 
YOU INA 
SINGLE BITE. 


ALWAYS THE GOODS, 


YIELD: \Za 
ee oe } BUYING THEM 


PROFIT. 


IS TRULY 
CORNERED, 
THEN... 


YOUR 
POWER |S 
UNDOUBTEDLY 
BEYOND THAT 
OF ANY 


BUT I STILL 
BELIEVE IN 


MY GOD. 


OF COURSE 
I’M NOT! 


OUR COMPANY 
REPARATION HAS SUFFERED 
FOR THE ARRANGEMENT GREAT DAMAGES 
DAMAGES ESTABLISHED BECAUSE OF 
CAUSED. BY THE LATE TEREO'S 


ACCORDING 
TO THE 
AGREEMENT, 
“THE CHURCH 
OF TEREO WILL 
BE LIABLE AND 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ALL SUCH 
REPARATION,” 
BUT... 


THUS SEEKS 
THE OPINION 


RETURNS, |, 


SHE CAN 
HARDLY BE 


+.OUR ‘i 
CHURCH 
COME TO 


+ THE CHURCH 
WAS LOST ITS 


fS] DEACONESS... 
THOUGH 
SHE IS OUT 


I DON'T BELIEVE 
SHE HAS THOSE 
QUALIFICATIONS. 


THE 
PROTECTION 
OF GOD BE 
UPON YOU. 


ALWAYS 
DEPENDING 
ON OTHERS 

IN TIMES 

OF NEED. 


DEPENDED 


ON HUMANS || eG 


IN MY TIME 
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ie 
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OF YOUR SIN 
Too MUCH 
CONSCIENCE 

i | I'M SORRY, 

TOEFORe MRS. TIMA. 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE MOST 
HIGH GoD. 
Ly 
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N ( 


GOD 
IS ALWAYS 
FORGIVING. 


COME TO 
REESTABLISH 
THE CHURCH 
OF THE TRUE 
FAITH IN THIS 

VILLAGE. 


MET ONE OF \q 
HIS DIVINE 
MESES! 


A DIVINE 
MESSENGER 


BEFORE ME 
AT ONCE! 


BUT 
ALMIGHTY 


IT Is MY 
BELIEF THAT 
TRUYEO ITSELF IS 
ONE OF GOD'S 
MIRACLES. 


your worvs \ 
WERE NOT | 
WHISPERED 
) INTO your 
\ EARS BY A 
E DEMON? 


THE DIVINE 
MESSENGER 
HAS PROMISED 
TORI iL 


A SIGN THAT 
WILL GUIDE THE 
WAYWARD LAMBS 
BACK TO THE 
TRUE PATH. 
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EVEN 
MIXING 
/T AMONG. 
GOOD WHEAT, 
IT SEEMED ALL 
P| THEY couLD 
S| = MANAGE Was 
i POISONING 
A SINGLE 
WAGONLOAD'S 
WORTH, 
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} 
Hy 
MY 
¥f 


ACQUIRING 
RIPELIUS'S 
HELLFIRE WAS. 
VERY DIFFICULT. 
NO MATTER 
THE REGION, 
ALL WHO SAW 
THE WITHERED 
WHEAT KNEW 
EXACTLY WHAT 


PO/SONED 
WHEAT IS. 


GOD HAS 
SHOWN US THE 
CORRECT PATH. 


I WOULD 
LIKE YOU TO 
Ce 


PLEASE 
{ BLESS THIS 


CHALICE. 


"A MEMBER OF THE CLERGY CAN BLESS AN ITEM IN THE 
NAME OF GOD, THUS SPECIFYING IT AS HOLY AND PURE. 


COLLECTED 
FROM ALL BUT 
ONE OF THE 


WAGONS. 


7B 


BISHOP 
VAN. 


THIS IS 
MIRACLE. 
A TRUE 
MIRACLE. 


AND THE 
CHURCH OF 
THIS VILLAGE 
one? 
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Aa 
LEGITIMATE... 
CHURCH. 
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Gust 4 
pi! 
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FOR YOU TO 
PLAY YOUR 
PART, EH? 


ne 
‘i 
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INCIDENT CAME 
70 A CLOSE, 
THE QUESTION 
REMAINED OF 
WHAT WOLILD 
BE DONE WITH 
THE RETURNED 


2p 1 
ee =z 
AK ye Slag 


m.| Lnave a i 
Xs! PROPOSAL f 
KIMI} For vou. |' gil Aly 


NEGOTIATIONS! 
WE WILL HEAR 
HIM OUT! 


VILLAGE'S 

FAVOR, 

IT WILL 
INEVITABLY 
RESULT IN 
ANOTHER 

CONFLICT. / | 


UNDER THE SAME 


CONDITIONS 
AS OTHER / 
PURCHASES. 


BOTH SIDES 
CAN PROFIT 
HERE... 


cel 
YOU'LL JUST 
LISTEN TO MY 
PROPOSAL. 


“COOKIES”... 
YOU SAY? 


ALSO, 
BISHOP VAN, 
I'D ASK YOU 
TO ENDORSE 


qf I'D LIKE YOU 

TO PROHIBIT 

THE BAKING 

OF COOKIES 

IN VILLAGES 

OTHER THAN 
TEREO. 


AS EVAN WAS 
f UNFAMILIAR WITH | 

A SOUTHERN NVI LUNLEAVENED 
TREAT, 1 BREAD, LAWRENCE 
WERE BAKED alN és HAD SUSPECTED 

BEFORE RISING, Wine THIS PROPOSAL 

LIKE LEAVENED WOLILD GO OVER 

READ, 4 


WITH FLOUR 
AN? WATER, 
BUT ADDING 
OlL, EGGS, 
ANDO HONEY 
BEFORE 
BAKING 
RESULTED IN 
SOMETHING 
SURPRISINGLY 


$0 LONG AS 
THEY HAD THE 
SUPPORT OF 
RIENOOTT AND 7 q BUT HAD NOT 
8/SHOP VAN, i i SPREAD TO 
\ ) THE NORTH 


BENEFICIAL 
RELATION- 
SHIP. 
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COOKIES 
ARE SELLING 
EXTREMELY 
WELL IN 
ENBERCH. 


THANKS 
TO YOU, THE 
VILLAGE WILL 

BE OUT OF 
DANGER FOR 
SOME TIME 
TO COME. 


I TRULY 
THANK 
you. 


OUR PART, WE 


LIBRARY, 
sOo— 
E 


Yl AMPH, “FOR 
7 SOME TIM 
F\ To come," 


A INDEED... 


Y 
RN 7 : 
dy (||| y 
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ONG AS YOU 
| CLEAN UP AFTER 


TO CONSIDER 
MY OWN 


SOLUTIONS. 


y Gov's 
BLESSING GO 
WITH YO! 


you. 
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KNOW WE 
HAVE PILES 
OF THOSE 
THINGS IN 
THE CART. 


wiMMPH.*" 
WE SURELY 


MET WITH 
CALAMITY 
THIS TIME 


WELL, 
I SUPPOSE 

Mss IID 
LION ACCOMPLISH 
| MY GOAL OF 


‘TWAS 
WORTH THE 
EFFORT. 


THE PRECISE 
% °| LOCATION OF 
YOITSU REMAINED 
J 


Y | UNCLEAR, BUT 
“4 IT SEEMED THEY 
WOULD BE ABLE 


— 


AROLIND 
THE END OF 
SPRING... 


IT'LL TAKE 
US OUT OF 
OUR WAY, 
THOUGH. 
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MY 

\ Al COMPANION 


OH-HOH! 
SUCH FINE 
CARGO! 


vee THE TOWN'S 
STOREHOUSES 
SWELLED WITH 
FURS THAT WENT 
UNSOLD THANKS 
TO THE FAILURE 
OF THE ARMIES 
TO PLACE THEIR 
ANNUAL ORDERS, 


IN ORDER TO 
AVERT FINANCIAL 
CATASTROPHE, 
THE CITY'S. 
ADMINISTRATORS — 
THE COLINCIL OF 
FIFTY — WAS 
EVIDENTLY FORCED 
TO ACCEPT HARSH 


TEREO, IT 1S 
eT) a rew cays’ 
JOURNEY BY 
JUST AS THE HORSE-CART 
CANCELLATION TO THE TOWN 
OF THE OF LENUS, A 
NORTHERN GREAT FUR- 
CAMPAIGN* TRADING 
HADA SERIOUS CENTER. 
EFFECTON ” 
THE CITY OF 
RUVINHEIGEN. ». 


CONVERGED ON 
LENOS WITH AN 
EYE TOWARD 
BUYING UP THE 


COLLAPSED DLE 
70 THE GLUT. 


AND THEIR 
EFFORTS TO 
STOP THE 
MERCHANTS: 
FROM SHIPPING 
HUGE AMOUNTS 
OF FUR DOWN 
THE RIVERS =| 
QUICKLY TURNED 
TO VIOLENCE... 


BUT 
FEARING 
FOR THEIR 
LIVELIHOODS, 
THE FURRIERS’ 


FURIOUSLY 
THESE 


MOST 
SHIPS HAVE 
THE LIKENESS ¥ 
OF A BEAUTIFUL 
MAIDEN FIXED 
TO THEIR 


PROWS, 
you see. © 


+ ARE YOU 
READY? 


|] Move Fur L 
Ll EVERYBODY ELSE 


SAILING ON 
A GREAT 
BIG SHIP. 


a LEAVE THE 
» | NAVIGATION 
TO YOU. 


Te 


/ | PO j= : 


HRM, 
I'VE NO 
PARTICULAR 


THAT 1 WOULD 
ADMIT SUCH 


I$ SO VERY 


\ FRIGHTFUL. P= 


THE UNREST \f 


THERE, 
ELECTED LAWRENCE 


70 THE TOWN ADVANCE, 
OF KERUBETO AND... 
GATHER MORE 
INFORMATION 
FOR A WHILE. 


ACCORDING TO 
WHAT THEY'D 
LEARNED 
IN LENOS, 
YOITSU MIGHT 


MOLINTAINS 
OF ROEF. 


\nu 


Faas Sil 


I'M SURE ¢ 
YOU'D FALL \\ 
ASLEEP 


SOON 
\ ENOUGH. 


RIVER TO OUR YZ 
DESTINATION, PF 
WHAT THEN? & 


THE 
MOUNTAINS 4 | 
OF ROEF... i} MENTS ARE 


‘\ PLENTIFUL 
IN KERUBE. 


TEN 
DAYS FORA 
LEISURELY 
SOAK IN 
THE HOT 
SPRINGS OF 
NYOHHIRA. 


THIS IS A 
CHECKPOINT 


IF WE 
CAN'T WAIT 
FOR SPRING 

AND TAKE 
ROADS WITH 


WAS 


THEY DOUBTFUL. 
HAVE TO 
PAY FOR vO 
HORSES YOU THINK 
TO PULL THERE'S A 
THEIR CRAFT COMPLAINT 
REAM, 


BUT ISN'T 
THAT TRUE 
FOR YOU AS 
WELL WHEN 

YOU GO BACK JX 

UPRIVER? 


RENT. |S HOME. |” 


STRANGE 
TO SEE SUCH 
QUARRELING. 


YOURSELF, 
LAD! 


NOW THEN, 
MOVING ON 
TO THE 
TOLL... 


[Ya 


HE'S BEEN 
SWINDLED. 


TN 
‘ 


ONA 
LARGER SCALE, 
TAX COLLECTION 
AUTHORIZATION 
\ DOCUMENTS 
| FOR THIS RIVER DEMANDS 
A WAVE PROBABLY PAYMENT 
BEEN CAUGHT. FROM A 
LOCA 


HE'LL LEARN 
SOMETHING 
FROM THIS. 


Ness YOU! 


[>= 


THANK THE 
GODS FOR 
THIS GOOD 
FORTUNE! 


THAT'S 
S| ENOUGH 
\) FROM YOU, 
RUNTI 


NW 


N ll othe 
SPX: STA BATA CELAIL) YB\ 
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), 
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SHOULD 
I NOW DO 
THE SAME 
FOR YOU? 


IS HE ALL 
RIGHT AT 
LEAST? 


vA GREAT ! , Wao 
NUMBER OF DIDNT 4 eare 
n fa D 
People come HAPPEN OE HIM. 
BUT COME 


THE COLD 
SEASON... 
SWINDLERS 
APLENTY. 


MAYBE 
PEOPLE 
BECAME 
WISE TO IT, 
SINCE THEN 
YOU HARDLY 


j AND 
EVEN SHARP 

MERCHANTS 

WERE BEING 


A 
~~ DECLARATION 
OF RIGHT 
rg TO, COLLECT 
TAXES FROM 
POORLY DUKE DIEJIN, 
MA |? 


THOUGH. 


COURSE, IF SCRIPT 
Seo Copp AND SEAL 
THE TRUE _BOTH ARE 
SEAL THe | THIRD-RATE 
PUNISHMENT AT BEST. 
WOULD BE FAR 
WORSE, SO IN 
A WAY He's 


FARE GETS 
PAID, ANYONE’S 
MORE THAN 
WELCOME 


ABOARD! 
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BY THE 
BLESSING OF 
SAINT LAMBARDOS 
OR PERHAPS THE 
GODDESS OF THE 
HARVEST, THEY'D 
ADDED THE BOY TO 
THEIR PARTY. AND 
HE MUST HAVE 
BEEN TIRED... 


+ FOR HE SLEPT 
NEARLY A FULL 
DAY BEFORE 
AWAKENING AND |— 

INTRODUCING 
HIMSELF. 


I WAS A 
STUDENT IN A 
TOWN CALLED 
AQUENT...BUT 

I RAN OUT 
OF MONEY. 


BUT sot 
NO MATTER CAME TO 
WHERE 1 GO, THIS AREA 
THEY SAY SEEKING 
THERE'S NO WORK. 
WORK TO BE 
HAD THIS 


TRENNI... 
AND EIGHT 
LUTE. 


wust took VA 

aruyeicur “Ii 

THIS WORLD AND i 
WISH TO RETURN 
HOME BEFORE 


ALWAYS USEFUL, 

SO THEY'VE BEEN 

PASSED AROUND 
FROM ONE 
MERCHANT 

TO THE NEXT, 

NEVER GETTING 

THROWN 
AWAY. 


MOST OF 
THESE ARE 
DOCUMENTS 


FOR DRAWING 
ANY MONEY, BUT 
THEY'RE GOOD 
FOR GETTING A 
LAUGH AMONG 

\ MERCHANTS... 


usuALLY ¥ 
AN AP- 
PRENTICE | 


] GOTTEN 

TIRED OF BEING 
WORKED TOO 

HARD— THEY'LL 
GRAB THEM 

ON THEIR WAY 

OUT ASA 

FINAL PIECE 


THEY SAY 
IGNORANCE 
\ IS ASIN... 


WILL COME AFTER 
YOU IN EARNEST. 
BUT WITH SOME- 
THING LIKE THIS, 
THE FIRM HAS ITS 
REPUTATION TO 
CONSIDER, SO IT'S 


ZEN) 


TWENTY 
LUTE, 

I CAN THEN. 

NO HIGHER. 


AvoTht 
WENN 
FoR YO! 
Do yR RRSENAL. 
MEAN? N 


WHAT. 


THAT Boy, 
HE'S QUITE 
EARNEST. 


y | 
oN A Ady 


ey: 


THEY'RE 
FROM 
THE JEAN 


COMPANY IN 
SENT TO 


A DIFFERENT 
COMPANY UP 
THE ROAM 


= 


THIS ONE IS A 

STATEMENT OF 

DELIVERY FROM 
THE PARTY 


TO, ACROSS THE 
SEA IN THE S EXAMPLE, 
KINGDOM OF bo 2 THESE TWO 
)\_ WINFIEL. 1 


Tf tis 1s 
A SET OF 
PURCHASE 
AND SALE 

DOCUMENTS 
FOR THE 


SEEMS OUR 
ONE-ARMED 
SWINDLER 
MAKES THE 
TERRITORY 
ALONG THE 
ROAM RIVER tive Se 
HIS HOME. SE Lif, THEY'RE 
7 Z 4 DOCUMENTS 
REGARDING 
A DEAL FOR 
COPPER COINS 
CALLED 
“ENI.” 


ARE STILL 


OF ly al) /) 
A jf price ano \\\\ \ 
| AND AMOUNT 
Fy ‘e QUITE 
N ih 


| TRAVELERS \ 
CONSTANTLY 
TAKE SMALL 
CHANGE OUT 
OF A CITY... 


YOU'RE THE 
ONLY PERSON 
WHO SPENDS 
SILVER COINS y 
AT FOOD +SO THEY 
STALLS. é HAVE TO 
CONSTANTLY 
IMPORT 
COPPER 


y (| was THERE 
J sometuine |/\\,| 


) 
WITH NUMBERS 
THAN MER- 
CHANTS, SO 
\ LT DOUBT IT’S 
"\. A MISTAKE. 


BOTTLES, 
00KS... 
BUCKLES? 
IRON 
PLATE... 


+e THEY'RE 
NOT MAKING 


uP THE 
DIFFERENCE 
FROM A 


PREVIOUS 
PURCHASE, 
YOU DON'T 

THINK? 


IMPOSSIBLE, 
BUT COIN 
TRANSAC- 
TIONS ARE 
ESPECIALLY 


| PEOPLE TRY 
10 AVOID COM- 
PLICATIONS, 


HERE IT SAYS, 
“PER USUAL, 
TRANSPORT 
COSTS AND 

CUSTOMS 


( 7 ' 
Q AES Ys 


STILL, WHY 
IS THE ORDER 
IN CHESTS? 


|\ BE COUNTED OUT 
INDIVIDUALLY? 


THEY'RE 
COUNTED IN 
CHESTS AND 
NOT INDIVID- 


Al |} s BECAUSE 
TO THEFT, BUT [7/7 - y MERCHANTS 
MORE THAN} WHO DEAL IN 
tua it_ | LARGE AMOUNTS 
WOULD BE _/| wi 3\ OF COIN FIND THAT 
} 


EASIER TO DO, 
THEY'RE STURDY 
AND HARDER 
TO STEAL... 


HOW THE COIN *** 
AMOUNTS 


CAN BE THUS 
MANAGED IN : 
CHESTS? Yi 
Fe = 


1 


BECAUSE 
7 IF YOU USE A 
CERTAIN SIZE 
OF CHEST AND 

PACK THE COINS 


IF THE COINS | 
ARE PACKED | 


PRECISELY 
INTO IT... 


THE CHEST, 
ANY THEFT 
WILL BE 


{i 
IMMEDIATELY 2 
oBvIOUs. [? 


NEVER HAVE 
CONCEIVED 
OF THIS. 


you 


ARE AN 
EDUCATED 


¢ 
=~ 8 
fp YN 

< me\ py Wiss 


\ 
\ 
\ 


| LORD PINU IS 
SUPPOSED TO 


A GROUP OF 
MISSIONARIES 
ARRIVED. 


THE 
HEADMEN OF 
ALL THE NEARBY 
VILLAGES MET 
AND HELD A 
MEETING TO WITH THEIR 
DIScuss HOW TEACHINGS. 


APPARENTLY 
THEY HADN'T 
MET LIKE 
THIS IN 220 


ly j UT 
EVENTUALLY 
wAND THE LEADER 
WE WERE OF THE 
SAVED CHURCH 
WHEN HE FELL 
LEFT THE ILL... 
MOUNTAIN. 


ELDERWOMAN... 
\ SUPPORTED 


‘f 


y; by 
/ 


f 


HE WOLILD ay 
STUDY CHURCH 4 
LAW AND EAT L , y 
INTO ITS POWER / 
STRUCTURES, 
THAT WAS HOW THE ABSURD 
COL INTENDED POWER THAT 
70 PROTECT CAME WITH 
HIS VILLAGE. WEARING THE 
( ROBES OF A 
HIGH-RANKING 
PRIEST— 
THE POWER TO 
CONTROL HUMAN 
LIVES AT Witt. 


4) 


THEY 
SECRETLY LENT 
ME SOME MONEY 
TOO...60 I HAVE 
TO FIND A WAY 

TO GET BACK 
INTO SCHOOL. 


yo 47 
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SPEAKING 
OF... 


WHY DON'T 
YOU THINK IT 
OVER TOO? 
YOU LIKE USING 
YOUR HEAD, 
RIGHT? 


I CAN'T 

REALLY HELP 
H\\\ You our WITH 
NAN your Money 


selF YOU CAN 
SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY OF 
THE MISSING 
CHESTS, 
THERE MIGHT 


\ BE A REWARD 


IN IT FOR 
You. 


A MESS... 
THE DAMNED 
THING'S RUN 
AGROUND... 


SAYING IT'S 
HUNG UP ON 
THE WRECK 
OF A SUNKEN 
SHIP AT THE 
BOTTOM. 


b 

Waihi i 

| (iv } F 
f | 


Wag 2 


TERRIBLE 
HURRY, 
TRYING TO 


» ih | 
\ I) ‘i | | | 
WAI | i | Oh ill | 
by Kf tT | | TL 


NOWHERE TO 
BE FOUND. 


| 
ih | | 
[ 


NY: 


ak | a , jl 
suppose \\| Y | j 
mercenanes \ We (eh) |) ii 
ss \ | 
MIGHT'VE ) MIGHT'VE 
ATTACKED, | || BEEN A BIT 


IN 
Sane My 


BUT MORE A 
LIKELY IT WAS KN 
MERCHANTS 

FURS, 


|| OF FIGHTING! ||) 


’ E: 
{ SO THE ROUTE'LL 
BN REOPENEL . 
i D... 
IS 
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I THINK 
WE'RE 
STOPPING 
FOR 


THIS 
REALLY IS 
THE WORST 


THEY'LL BE ABLE 
TO DO SOMETHING 

ABOUT IT BY 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 


NOTHING 
BE DONE? 


I RECKON 
$0. STILL, 
THIS IS 
MADNESS. 


iz, 
We 
Ww 


BREAKING 
WHEEL FOR 
THIS, WITHOUT 
SO MUCH AS 
‘A BY-YOUR- 
LEAVE. 
TERRIFYING. 


ICK, I GUESS TK 
‘ODAY. : (Ou 
TAKE YC 


De 
fe S vil 


a 
AWS 
y AS YOU'LL 
IS! LOWER YOUR 


BRING A 
MOUNTAIN OF 
FINE HORSES 

TO PULL IT / 


4 YOU THINK 


THE SHIP 
SINKING HAS 
ANYTHING 


WA. 


MS! SO LONG 


FARE A BIT, I 
DON'T MIND 
AT ALL. 


IT WAS 
THE SORT OF 
DANGER THAT 

A GREATER 
MERCHANT 
SHRUGGED 
OFF WITHOUT 
SO MUCH AS 
A THOUGHT. 


EVEN AS 
A FELLOW 
MERCHANT, 
T MUST SAY 

I CAN'T 

UNDERSTAND 
It. 


X pa} 7) 
Se P() 


Wy 


IT'S QUITE 
IRRITATING. 
JUST BEING 


HAPPEN once | 
I MAKE IT TO 


am : 
“ x, 


ZZ nss77 


DID 
SOMETHING 
HAPPEN WITH 
YOUR LOVELY 
COMPANION? 
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BACK TO YOU 
NOW THAT 
THINGS HAVE 


CAN'T TELL 
ME YOU DIDN'T 
NOTICE! SHE 
DIDN'T SEEM 
TO WANT TO 
LEAVE YOUR 


T 


KNOW WHA’ 
HAPPENED, BUT 
BE SURE TO 
z\ \\\_ MAKE UP WITH 
> HER BEFORE 
WE SET OUT 


rt 
Mats oc 
| y 
/ Re 
4 Pi 
4 


SHE'S 
‘ LIKE SOME 
_..\ NIMBLE CAT, 
sAy! 


jy 


a-uN 
\) No ml 


I'M GOING 
70 HAVE TO 


iy 
= 
w 
o 
& 
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TRAFFIC WAS 


EFFECTIVELY 
STOPPED. 


Ab... 
YES, EITHER 
THAT OR 
A PLACE 
CALLED 
YOITSU... 


YOU JUST 
HEAD BACK 
uP THIS 
RIVER. THE 
ROEF RIVER 
JOINS UP 
WITH IT. 


YOU NOT 
TELL ME 
SOMETHING 


YOU SAID 
YOU TOOK A 
STRANGE JOB 
RECENTLY, 
DIDN'T 


I BROUGHT 
COPPER 
OUT OF THE 
MOLINTAINS 
THERE... 
AND THE IT FLOWED 


este 
A % FIRE AND 


IDIOT! 
HEY! you 
BROUGHT IT 
__| OUT OF LESKO, 
Bar| ON THE ROEF 
HEADWATERS, 
DIDN'T 


“COPPER- 
SKINNED 


BEEN CARRYING 
MONEY ORDERS 


FOR THE SAME DRINKING WAS 
COMPANY OVER PROBABLY 
AND OVER. DISTILLED 


IN A LESKO 


I'M AFRAID AS IT MAY, 
OLD ZONAL HAS THIS WON'T 
GOTTEN HIMSELF 0... 

roe? = MIXED UP IN 
WOULDN'T 3 SOME STRANGE 

THAT BE... VY DEALINGS. HE'S 
THE SORT OF s BEEN COMPLAINING 
LETTER You'D ABOUT IT QUITE 
LEAVE TO THE | 
BUTCHER? 


WHERE WAS. 
IT, AGAIN...? 
THE JEAN 
COMPANY, IN 
KERUBE, I 
THINK... 


ESS 
(EY ORGER, A WAY OF TRANS? ERRING FUNG BY PROOF 
OF LETTER OR STAMP WITHOUT MOVING COIN ITSELF \. 


ONE IS 
DEFINITELY 


AND MONEY'S 
VALUE IS ALWAYS 
CHANGING. IF THE 

VALUE CHANGED 
WHILE THE MONEY 
ORDER WAS IN 
TRANSIT... THEY 
MIGHT NOT WANT 
TO HONOR THE 
ORDER, OR... 


WHEN HE 
DELIVERED A 
MONEY ORDER 
TO THE JEAN 
COMPANY IN 
KERUBE THAT 
HE'D PICKED 


u 
wu WAS LEEK... 


APPARENTLY 
GIVEN A 
CERTIFICATE 
OF REFUSAL. 


ISN'T IT? HE 

WAS GIVEN 
MONEY ORDERS }} 
TIME AND AGAIN, 


— e @ 
AN 


THE 


IS FILLED 


ay IT MAY WITH 
Mon Sena vere 
i \\ THINGS. 


I WATCHED 
THE BOY'S 
CLUMSINESS \ 
WITH A 

SMILE, BUT 
NOW I SEE ji 

I'M NOT SO tif 
DIFFERENT ASG 4 
MYSELF: (ap SS 


HE SAYS 
HE WANTS TO 
BE A CHURCH 

ELDER... 
IF YOU WANT 

HIM TO OWE 
YOU A FAVOR, 
NOW'S YOUR 


<< CHANCE. a 
7 


THE 
CHURCH... 

NowI J/g) 

REMEMBER. |{ 


KRAFT 
LAWRENCE, 
WAS IT? 


euaill 
2) 


LIQUOR 
TO BE 


mn Cl) \ DRUNK. 
A | = i 
END 


0 


THEY WERE 
LOOKING FOR IY | company you 

THEARD TELL A CERTAIN “y CUP ANY YO) 

THAT EVEN A BOOK FOR % 4 

RUMOR OF ITS —*YEARS... PAS 

WHEREABOLITS f 


WAS WORTH (FEES) : 
QUITE A > Ly I Sis ( 
REWARD. x “A at NGS y, 
= 
a «THE SORT 
TO STRIP THE 2 OF BOOK 
FOREST BARE "Os THAT WOULD 


AND BRING A Z CATCH THE 
HUGE AMOUNT (7) CHURCH'S 
OF COPPER 7 J ATTENTION? 


PERFORMER 
GIRL DIDA 


LOVELY DANCE, 
)\ DON'T You 
\ THINK? 


HAVE TO 
FIND AN INN 


IN KERUBE, 


THE WRECK 
FREE THAT 
way— 


~ 


—_—~ = 


i { \/\ /) \ 
INN Mya | 


7 iy ( 


IF OUR 
POSITIONS 
WER! 
REVERSED, 
YOU WOULD 
SURELY HAVE 
BEEN JUST 
AS ANGRY. 


I'VE BEEN 
ALONE ON THE 
MOUNTAINTOP FOR 
A LONG TIME. T'VE 
HAD QUITE ENOUGH 
OF LOOKING DOWN 
ON OTHERS. 


ONE CAN 
FLATTER A 
PIG RIGHT UP 
A TREE, BUT 
FLATTERING A 


HIMSELF. 


YOU WOULD 
TRY TO TAKE 
MY REINS. A 
RARE FOOL, 
INDEED. 


COME NOW, 
YOU DID COME 
AFTER ME, DID 

YOU NOT? 


NO DOUBT 
BECAUSE THE 
FACE YOU'RE 

LOOKING 

UP TOIS A 

FOOL'S FACE 
INDEED. 


I HEARD 
MUCH OF THE = 
NORTHLANDS | [74> > 
FROM THE i 
TRAVELING 


APPARENTLY 
THEY JUST 
FINISHED 
WORKING IN 
NYOHHIRA. 


| youcer \ 
OFF ME? 


I'M 
THIRSTY. 


LITERALLY, 
THIS TIME. fA 


il 

I'M I" i 
ONLY JUST 

GETTING in 


| 


\ 
Ni 


mM 
smarteo! }N pata deg 
ALSO... A\\ 


APPARENTLY | ||) | 
'TIS NOT 


Te 


ie ila ener 
\ \ 1 if 


ABLE TO HIDE 
ANYTHING 
FROM 


DIG INTO THE 


MOUNTAINS. jf 


FACE, I CAN'T 
WORRY ABOLIT 
IT PROPERLY. 


TO SAY YOU 
CAN COUNT 
ON ME. 


HEE-HEE. 
Sy BUT THEN 
ay WHAT OF 


Yl your viv you H 
y A\\ wear any |! 
I/A\ Ntexestine | 
ISN 2 
\ 4p \\ TALK? ia 
\ Zp f= Z 


yeh a, a a 
pir Dy Ind 


Ne ‘yl 


MAY HAVE 
BROUGHT 
THE RAIN. 


AR. 
LAWRENCE! 


od 


bees) 


GOOCS COME 
AND GO FROM 
THE KINGDOM 
OF WINFIEL 
ACROSS THE | 
STRAIT ON INTO. \ 
THE INTERIOR OF 
THE CONTINENT. 


UPON THE RIVER'S 
SANDY DELTA IS 
| BUILT A GRAND 
| MARKETPLACE — 
A | 7s ts THE 
2 HEART OF 
KERUBE’S 
COMMERCE. 


THE RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS LAY TO 
THE NORTH AND 
SOUTH OF THE 


RIVER, ANP THE a = 


INHABITANTS OF canes EA RO ET 
PACH FEEL AS 
1E THEY LE 
INA DIFFERENT 
TOWN FROM THE 


A ‘T ) \ 
n 
| ) 
—\ 
— 
I WAS 
THINKING OF 
HEADING INTO THE 
, INFORMATION, 
fy YOU SHOULD 
f REST. 
NT] mii \ 
/ (0 Mt_I) 
) [ \ 
Y | 


I THOUGHT 
I WOULD MAKE 
= SOME MEDICINE 
0 HELP WIT! 
CERTAINLY Cee 


SMELLS 
MEDICINAL. CONDITION. 


SECRET RECIPE 

PASSED DOWN 

IN MY VILLAGE. 
IT’S VERY 
EFFECTIVE! 


YOU SIMPLY 
RUB IT ON, 
THEN WRAP 
IT WITHA 
BANDAGE. 


YES, 
ACCORDING 
TO RAGUSA'S 


FRIEND... 

/ THEY WERE 
FRANTICALL) 
SEARCHING ) 
BOOK 


wm 


TO HEAD OVER 
TO A TRADING 
GUILD HOUSE ON || 
THE SOUTH SIDE | |/h 


A LETTER OF 
INTRODUCTION. 


QUESTIONS 
WITH NO GOOUS 
IN HAND MAKES 

ME RATHER 

SUSPICIOUS, 

TER 


| 


RTH 


QUITE OFTEN 
IN TOWNS 


DIVIDED BY 


OUTSIDE IT 
LOOKS LIKE 


BEFORE 
NIGHTFALL. 
TF ANYTHING 
HAPPENS, 


ae 
Y \N ( WEREN'T 
Z) 
ASS = = =| > 
VAM \\ = / IS 
V7 q \ 
= ‘ 
Py Ms x 
I’M FILLING \ {//]) 


IN HERE FOR 

oy fer a 
WN] JEED, DAY. | | 
LE) 


THOUGH IT | 
WAS VIA THE 
RIVER AND 
TI 


I'M NOT O} 1 
MY USUAL ROUTE. 
THERE WAS SOME 

TROUBLE IN 


MEMORIZED THE 

TRAVE ROUTES 

OF EVERY GUILD 
MEMBER ARE 


\\ ie )\N TRUE. 


ESPECIALLY Le x 
HELPFUL. 
=< — 


HELP BUT BE 
VERY NERVOUS 
ABOUT WHO IS 
MEETING WITH 
WHICH TRADING 
COMPANIES IN 

THIS TOWN. 


nn | 


THEN, A 
LETTER OF 
INTRODUCTION 
TO THE JEAN 
COMPANY... 


THIS, MR. 
LAWRENCE... 


oe THE 
GUILD DOES 


qT 


MAY THE 
BLESSINGS 
OF SAINT 
LAMBARDOS 
BE UPON 


p 
if IRA 


NEED TO BE 
CONSIDERATE 


LATELY 
THEY'VE 
BEEN 
GETTING 


AND THE 
AMOUNT OF 
MONEY THAT 
PASSES THROUGH 
THE MARKETPLACE 
IS ALSO MASSIVE, 
50 THERE'S 
PLENTY OF FUEL 
FOR DISAGREE- 
MENT. 
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ONLY JUST 
DECIDED To 


STILL, AS 
HERE IN 


WE GUESSED, 


KERUBE, THE \, 
NORTH AND 
SOUTH SIDES 
AREN'T ON THE 


NATURALLY, 
THE CON- 
STRUCTION 


THE DELTA 
MARKETPLACE 
WAS BUILT BY 

SINKING PILLARS 

INTO THE SAND, 

THEN BUILDING 
ATOP THEM. 


AND THE 
ROWEN TRADE 
GUILD, BEING 
CONNECTED TO 


«--DOESN'T 
WANT THEM 
TO DO 


ESSARY. 


COMPARED 
WITH THE 
NORTH, THE 
BUILDINGS 
ARE MUCH 
GRANDER. 


CONNECTIONS 


| WITH IMPORTANT 


PEOPLE ON 
THE NORTH 


HARSHER 
THE PLACE, 
THE KINDER 
THE PEOPLE. 


ARE 
ALWAYS Wh 
CHEERFUL. /Qat | P 


I THINK 


{ / WINe-Loosenep \// 
I} TONGUE BLABBING |/ 


I'M SEARCHING 
Z3 FORA PLACE 
CALLED YOITSU. 


THOUGH 
UPON DEATH 
WE MUST CAST 
THOSE PURSES 
ASIDE. 


“i” 


an 


THEN WHY 
EARN MONEY 
AT ALL? 


BUT YOu 
DON’T PUT 
THAT SAME 

QUESTION TO 
SOMEONE WHO'S 

CLEANING A / 
ROOM. 


WE'LL GO 
ANYWHERE 
TO FILL 
OUR COIN 
PURSES. 


NO, 
I PLAN TO 
GATHER SOME 
INE EMATION 


CHANGE TO A 
LONG-COATED 


BREED AND { 


SLEIGH. 


WILL 


/ YOU DEPART 


SOON? AS 
I RECALL, 


AH, 
WELL. 


HE'S BEEN 
STAYING HERE 
QUITE SOME 
TIME, BUT I'VE 
NEVER ASKED 
HIS NAME. 


J, . 
L HE'S 
| Of FATTER EVERY 
NS 


YEAR TOO— 
IT'S QUITE 
CLEAR IN 
MY MIND. 
STRANGE... 


y fensl > 


INFORMATION 
ABOUT ROADS 
IN THE NORTH, 
IT MAY TAKE 
UNTIL 
SPRING. 


THE DELTA 
COULD 
AFFECT 
THINGS? 


I IMAGINE i h A NW) peopte's 
\| | LIVES HAVE 
IT's IN OUR \\no= Lives Have 


NATURE TO 

RESIST THOSE ee 
GUBBENTS: CURRENTS 
APPECT 

THE TOWNS 


WOTZ 
HN di HEU-HEH. 
( ih IT’S HARD 
Wp, N Yea TO ARGUE 
1/2} 4 Been WITH THAT. 
\ es PLEASANT 
| tls 
| IS YOUR 
| THIRD TIME \ 1 aust LIKE 
MT Arte wn, UW HOW WE SEEK 
i" ves? wat's AW FORGIVENESS 


t YOUR NAME? /\\I LK AFTER MAKING 


A MISTAKE. 


KRAFT 
LAWRENCE. 
y 


i FINE LEATHER 
mM STRAPWORK, BUT 
THESE DAYS ALL 
: I CAN OFFER 
IS A QUIET 


I DION'T 
(| SPEAK WITH 
} YOU UNTIL 


nN ZY 
A th 
Wy , =) 
Ne ys |W\ THE FIETH [iif $ 
\\ | We visit. 
RN = f 
1) xa 
b i i Ik S| he 
| 
Ser 
f 


| rw 
= 
! 


AND IT’S 


ARE 
YOu AS 
SOCIABLE 


vues 
aoafts 
Bers 
bat 
8298 
ox 

ig 
o> SZ 
asug 
wOs8 


YOU SEEM 
LIKE YOU'VE 
GOT YOUR 


GUARD 
WELL UP, 


MERCHANTS 
ARE RARE. 


y IT’S BEEN 
DERESTINA : YEARS SINCE 
ANYONE L 


N 
INTUITION. 1) eq FIGURED 
THOUGH I 
\ SUPPOSE I'M 


fl) THAT our. 


\ NOT ONE 
\ TOTALK. ¥ 


POSSESSES 7 
NIGH ANIMAL /7 
2 


ISN'T MUCH 
BY WAY OF 
) INTIMIDATION, 
YOU SEE. 


Congratulations on Volume 8! The world of 
Koume-(en(ej's art i$ So vivid, I felt like I could Smel| 
the duSt! Can't wait to (ee what happens next! 


Reh eY 


Tuna Hasekura 


Congratulations 

on the release of Volume 
8! Now we’re into epifodes 
that weren’t in the anime, 
§o being able to read Koume- 
§ensei'S version i$ Simply too 7 
rewarding to properly 
expres(. I juft hope he 

lets Elsa be happy... 
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